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SUNDRY MATTERS. 


\ EAR NOVICE:—I have had an elegant 170 Ib. 
d)) balance wheel, iron shafts and metal bearings, 
oe steel arbor and treadle pivots, manufactured 
by the Foundry & Machine Co., of Fort Atkinson, 
Wis. at a cost of $34.45. The buzz saw runs like 2 top, 
and what is more, when the lumber comes from the 
“machine,” it is accurately cut, and feady to be nailed 
together without further modification. Thanks for 
telling us “what you know about” saws. D. P. LANE, 

We are really glad that one diagram has been 
of service, and feel encouraged to try again. If 
the amount named was the total cost, "tis much 
less than we dared to expect. 

We promised last month to tell how to make 
a Queen cage—here it is. 

Fig. 1, is a section such as would be present- 
el by cutting it centrally, through the middle; 
tig. 2, the same crosswise. The dotted lines 
are to represent wire cloth. “i 

Fig. 1 Fig. 
D D D 
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Let A, A, A, A, represent the four sides of a 
shallow tin box without top or bottom, or rath- 
er only part of a bottom; D, D, a cover that 
slides on as will be readily seen by a glance 
at fig. 2. C,C, C, is the wire cloth cage made 
by bending a strip, 1 15-16 wide by 4 inches 
long across each end so as to form ends 34 in- 
ches high. The top edge is first doubled over 
1g to form a selvage in place of the sharp wire 
points. The cover is simply a piece of tin 234 
by 335, with an edge folded on the longest sides 
as seen at D, D, so that it may slide on our box. 
This box is very simple for it is all made of one 
piece of tin 10 inches long by 1 5-16 broad. 

In the next figure the lines indicate where it 
is be cut and the dotted lines where it is to be 
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folded. 
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OR err isis feat an | 

In the first place, with a pair of shears make 
three cuts in each side, down to the dotted lines, 
the spaces between the cuts being 2, and 3. in- 
ches respectively. After making a square fold 
along the line K, L, turn back M, N, and clip 
them off nearly up to the fold; now fold all.up 
square, and fold the narrow edge above I J, in 
the oppesite direction; this turn is not up 
square but at the angle seen around the upper 
cdge of the box. When you have got thus far 
you will readily see that a box is formed by 
bending it so as to make a corner at each of 
the shear cuts, lapping the bottom folds at the 
corners. Eight drops of solder from the solder- 
ing iron, holds it all together and also holds 
the wire Cloth cage in place. 

The apartments O, P, are to hold comb honey 
or pieces of sponge soaked in honey, for food 
for the occupants. With food at both sides of 
them they could not well starve, and the two, 








would hold enough for a long trip. The folds 
in the tin make the cages very strong. We 
are, as usual, considerably indebted to Mr. 
Washburn tor what ingenuity is displayed in de- 
signing it. We would say to our lady readers 
that one of their own sex, without assistance, 
inakes the cages complete. 


Roll of Honor. 

Or Department fer those whose losses im 

wintering, did not exceed one per cent, 
Novice—Mr. Editor can’t we stand at the head nezt 
season, if we don’t lose any ? 

Although we should probably be quite safe im 
promising, we will consider the matter ; mean- 
while we'll listen to friends Oatman & Co, who 
seem to merit the place just now. 

NOVICE:—Accept sympathy in your ill experience ot 
last winter and spring, with your “yellow boys.” One 
year ago this spring, we were served just as you have 
been—lost 38 out of 58—leaving us but 20 poor weak 
stocks to commence with, about the middle of May. I 
could hold some of our swarms in my double hand. 

Notwithstanding all the above discouragements, we 
built the twenty poor stocks into sixty eight strong 
colonies, and took to exceed 2000 lbs. honey, the most 
part being ext’d during last summer and fall. So 
don’t be blue but pitch in; and you will likely aston- 
ish even Novice the coming season. Will say here, 
that one year ago last winter, our bees were wintered 
mostly on their own stores, while this past winter 
they were fed sugar syrup wholly. Will give you our 
mode of wintering some time in future. ave not 
lost a colony this winter nor spe and the lively fel- 
lows have carried off6 bushels of rye flour for us, anc 
to see them snake in the flour would make any reas- 
onable man laugh. J. OATMAN & Co. 

Dundee, Til. May 8th, 1874. 

We don’t Know how it is with our readers 
but we felt the need of just such a letter as the 
above. Even to-day, May 26th, one of the five 
Queens caged to prevent swarming out, is dead. 
She was put in a cage containing no food, sup- 
posing the bees would feed her; the other four 
cages contained food, and the Queens are all 
right. If the recital of our blunders will be a 
warning to any body, we'll keep on. 

[Continued next month.) 
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How To CoNnDU cT AN APIARY. enact 





No, 6. 

We PANY of the remarks; made last month 
hi fil will apply’ to this, more especially as the 
present season is nearly one month later than 
usual in all pertaining to Bees.. During this 
month especially, should we see that the Queen 
has at all times a frame of empty worker comb 
in which to deposit eggs as we have before 
mentioned, for it should be borne in mind that 
the eggs. laid now will -produee the workers 
that are to labor during the basswood harvest. 
Be careful not to go too.fast, and also be sure 
you do not let her get ahead so much that the 
bees imagine they will.have to resort to natu- 
ral swarming, for we think this néver happens | 
unless at a loss to the Apiarist, that can | 
qasily be avoided. ‘Nothing but almost daily, | 
inspection of the interior of the hives; can en- 
#ble you to know just what needs. doing, that 
you may do just. the proper ‘thing at the p rop- 
er time. ° 

- If you have a convenient hiv e--the Standard 
Wwe 
few minutes are necessary to take a peep at 
the interior of the brood nest, and when the 
Keés get accustomed to your daily visits, we 
think you will decide that smoke is stidom 
really needed in June. 

‘Colonies that are frequently handled, are cer- 
tainly more gentle, and so far as‘our experience 
extends, have invariably given the most honey, 
but they should of course be handled gently. 

The hives in front of our Bee House door are 
invariably peaceable, whether they contain hy- 
brids, blacks or Italians; and those in a remote 
part of the Apiary are often quite different in 
disposition. While the former are usually 
passed and repassed a dozen times & day, and 
frequently by those who are ina-hurry, the 
latter are only visited when something is to be 
done with them. 

Barrels for honey should be kept in readi- 
ness, and when waxed and painted as per di- 
rections given a year ago, they can be kept 
over without injury if not needed. We find it 
very convenient to have a few extra, to supply 
neighbors wh«n a heavy yield comes’ ‘on sud- 
denly. 

With the modern’ style of Extractors, and 
the. double width, instead of two story hive, 


scarcely any instruction will be needed for ta- 
king out the honey further then that already 
gone over. 
as, writes : 


When bees are bringing in honey rapidly, they ap 
pear to have little or no time to cap over. 


Friend Wilson of Lexington, Tex- 


Many te 1 


have described. for instance—but a very | ¥! 
| cipally of 3g basswood. 


ei 


——oe -- - 7 


‘i. 1874, 


us not to wait until it fs € paves but to hace out the 
honey as soon as they commence capping; this to me 
is rather indefinite and unsatisfactory: instruction, -. I 
should be pleused to learn Aow much of a sheet of 
comb should be capped over before the sheet is emp- 
tied? If done too soon, the honey is so thin and 
light that it will not keep wel ff delayed too tong. 
cohsiderabie loss will result for want of room to store: 

your bees will grow imptient and g. to swarming. 
hed a few luminous‘ rays on the subject in June 
No. of GLEANINGS, and thus oblige, ONE BEE Boy. 

It seems to us he has almost answered it 
himself. Before the cells-of honey are: capped, 
the openin®s are narrowed down :to-a small 
orifice, the size of-a pin’s head perhaps; mow 
when half of a sheet of comb is thus partially 
capped, and may be a dozen cells or so, near 
ithe top bar are capped over, would be just 
about the time to extract, we should say. "Fis 
| impossible to find the contents of the hive ail 
 in-this. condition, for some of the combs -will 
| perhaps be pretty well capped over, while oth- 
‘ers are hardly ready ; this makes but little dift 
| ference however, as the average will be Suftic- 
iently thick,.and it will thicken. still more by 
being kept, even if bunged or corked up. 

Kruschke Bros. send us .a description of a 
| very light case for carrying combs made prin 
A round hanflle‘is fas- 
tened by a strip of iron at each end, .in, suchia 
way that it. will turn over and lay on the eC ™ 
of the box. They offer to furnish‘a pair-to 
hold 5 combs each, with close fitting cover; ‘for 
75c. When the combs are quite heayy, ‘and 
are to be carried some distance, they~ advise a 
“neck yoke,” such as farmers, use in sugar 
camps etc. 

With the Hexagonal Apteny’ 56 hives can 
have ample room, and the farthest be no 
more remote than 24 feet from the Bee House 
door. For such a distance we sometimes think 
a case is hardly needed at all; besides the 
Italians cling so tightly that we can many 
times walk to the house with a comb, while 
we are brushing them off. We need hardly 
add that 'tis poor policy to waste young bees 
at dny season, and they are pretty sure to be, 
if the-combs are put into the Extractor before 
they are all brushed off. The distance of your 
hives from the Extractor, and the amount of 
time you have to spare, has much to do with 
the question of using comb baskets. 

Do not give the cappings or anything else to 
the bees to lick off during a yield of honey. It 
will hinder them from going out to work; and 
they will not get as much stored, as if they 

athered it from the field; consequently the 

oney on our cappings is worse than wasted. 
With the wax Extractor it can all be saved, 
and with very little trouble. For more partic- 
ulars about extracting, see June No. of 1873. 
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STANDARD HIVE AND FRAME, 





Le N. B J. for April, page 94, we read as | 


=», follows: 

“We no more expect ever lo see a “standard 
frame,” or a standard hive, than we do to see a 
“standard” religion or “standard” opinions on 
auything. 

eople caunot see alike, and the best way is 
to exchange opinions freely, and then “agree 
to disagree.” ” 

Again on page 121, B. A.M. we read: 

“A Sranparp Frame.—- Everybody—beg 
pardon-——every Aee-keeper, would like to have 


al! other sizes and shapes of frames and hives, , 


JUNE. 


ee tone tue +. osee 2 + 


| tor that has cooled off——the rain we have had for 
' the Jast two weeks would cool off almost anything. 
_ Have made several “Standard hives” atter the — 
in April No., fiike the looks of them. You speak of 
nunting bottoms before usitig. } suppose you mean 
Jinsiee hive. and they need it outside full worse don’t 
they? 

How would boiling coal-tar, with dry sand sprink- 
‘led on, do for them next the ground; preserve the 
bottoms and keep the dampness out wouldn't it? 

Manalapan. N. J. cou. Rue. 

We should think the coal-tar and sand, a 
flue thing for the under side, but would it not 
‘be somewhat tnconvenient, unless a lot of hives 
; were treated at once? We always have paint 
j handy and can put it on at once. The coal- 
tar would doubtless be cheaper. 


t 


thrown away, except one. Whoseis it? Why,, DEAR NOVICE: -Ttook my 5 hives out of cellar 
mine, of course. No other is just righi. [tis | April loth. One was Queenless, one swarmed out the 


like the efforts to unite ali denominations of | 


Christians. They are all ready, willing, ona- 
‘ous, but it must be done on “iny creed.’ ” 

We are really sorry to find we have been so 
little anderstood, and that too, by two Journals, 
who certainly have it in their power to do 


much toward lessening the growing evil of : 


having so many different dimensions of hives 
and frames, and still more coming. We can- 
not see how Mr. King could get the impression 


that we advocated our own favorite hive, for | 


the one we have proposed as a Standard, be- 
cause it seems nearest the preference of the people, 
Is one we have never used at all. 

Mr. K. and Mrs. Tupper would do a great 


amount of good, by advising their subscribers | 


to adopt the 12x12 frame if they are agreed in 
preferring that, and also by advising them to 
be very eract in the outside dimensions, that 
whenever American hives are found, from 
whatever source, any frame may fit any hive. 
New beginners could certainly adopt this, jast 
ns well as to have them vary 'g or ‘4 of an 
fnch, or just enough to make an exchange im- 
yossible. 
* of this Kind. Because the evil is so great, 
shall we despair and make no attempt at all to 
lessetl it, or to prevent its increase with the 
next generation of Bee-keepers ? 

B. Kk. M. aud XN. B.S.. we beg of you both to 


consider well, What you are doing before you: 


advise Bee-keepers to make no attempt at uni- 
formity in hives and frames. 


perfectly willing to adopt the American frame. ; 
as a Standard if ‘twas the wish of the majority, | 


and in choosing the Adair frame which comes 
nearly half way between it and the Langstroth 
frame, we hoped to have one that would be 
adopted when circumstances favored a change, 
by the advocates of both, or either of them. 

We hope no one will be so thoughtless, as to 
allow persona! or outside matters to influence 
their judgment in such a matter.. If we ganuot 
have one frame, cannot we limit the nuinber to 
four or five, or half: dozen at least? In the 
manufacture of Extractors, great expense and 
labor can be sayed by coming down toa yer 
regular sizes. 

What would be thought of our coach and 
wagonmimakers if they persisted in making ve- 
hicles that “tracked” all the way from two to 
ten feet in width, wiih Now if 
Bee Culture is to becouie a perinanent indus- 


nou two alike ? 


try, are not the eviis of hives and frames all} 


unlike, a parallel ease ’ 
Weather wet and cold, bees breeding up very slow- 
ly notwithstanding the piles of manure cround them, 


What bee-keeper has not seen troub- | 


We should be | 


supe day and went to another hive. Speaking of 
, Standard hives I have come very near ft, | have made 
alot of hives 31x16, holding 20 frames; the frames are 
il 4xI33e Ouf-side measure. with % inch square bar 
for top. and lay my quilts on top. L also made a lot of 
| hives square 16x17 helding ten Trames. and box en toy 
, under which I put 4d honey boxes, took off quilts and 
— boxes on top of frames. Hive made same as yours 
y rabbeting and nailing both ways on the corners. 
W oleottyille, Ind. April 4th, i874. A. PLOUGH. 
We have also had several orders for hives to 
hold only ten of the Standard frames, but we 
{would not advise these to be used either for a 
two story hive, or for box honey on account of 
depth. If we were to use a two story hive, 
‘twould assuredly be the Langstroth frame, 
and for box honey, either the L. or Q. frame. 


As we have given Several letters, defending 

a larger trame than the Standard, we will give 
‘one in favor of a stttl smaller frame. See 
friend D's letter of last month 

I preter a shallow frame. because the bees regain 
the eluster better on coid days, in fact 1 like to have 
the cluster near the entrance: the reason 1 like a 
short frame t+ it gives me the power to condense 
the bees into a simali compass tor wintering, aud at 
any time when reduced. 

For all that } ean see, iny Qucens pass to the next 
comb in laying. veadily, and Tecan interpose a comb 
that is empty when I please, and will not have a cold 
end in my hive at all, especially in winter and spring. 
The bee bread wiil be on about four combs mostly, to 
be had at pleasure, this helps us with weak hives. I 
generally take up about '0 hives in the ftall--keep 
about 50 6ver. This gives me a warrant of success. 
‘and Lincrease inore in new swarms. | have to han- 
ve more riRies. "but what of that, Lam willing to 
work harder and make a sure thing of bee-keeping. 
1 can say a ereat deal more that is truly important to 
] Pelhi, Mich. J. L. DAVIS, 

Now as afi evidence of the soundness of Mr. 
Davis’ teachings, we append the following, 


' the hive if needed, 


j that caine some time ago from his neighbor- 
j hood. Wedon't know what frame friend L. 


uses, but hope be will inform us. 


Mr. Evrror: -f rec'd trom one swarm, 4 others, 
and 4341bs. of honey. The old stock had at the end 
ot the season at least 40 1bs. of honey and 30 each for 
the young swarms, two of the ap | swarms made a 
— of the 434 ]bs.) From 5 strong and 3 weak colonies, 

Zot about 1600 Ibs, of honey which here, was as good 
as $210.00, and had in the fall 16 very heavy swarms. 
I have never séen so good a season for bees as this, in 
this place. ILhave never taken a Journal until Mr. 
Davis sent GLEANINGS tome. Mr. Davis has taken 
much pains to show me how to manage my bees, when 
I have visited htm; he lives ten miles from here. 

From one of my hives I got 25 Ibs, in 3 days, from 
Another 37% in 7 days. yt Tt 

West Windsor, Mich. J.L. Lewis. 

Are we not right in thinking, all things taken 
into consideration, that the-evidence in favor of 
adarger frame than the Standard is just about 
| equal to that in favor of a smaller, and no more ; 
und may net the same be said of both length, 
‘and depth. 
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PROBLEM NO. 22. 


ANSWERS ONLY ADMISSIBLE FROM OUR 
LADY READERS, 


\HALL Poultry be allowed to roam at will in | 
& the Apiary ? 

“But Mr. Nis the above properly a problem ? | 
and in fact are nob’ your problems many of | 
them, christened with rather a queer idea of 
the detinition of the word. ?” 

“No, no, don't get the dietionary. 
call th’s one a conundrum.” 

“But it isn’t a conundrum efther.” 

“Well what would you call it then ? 

“Perhaps a question fora debating society : | 
or rather a question for debate, for a Bee-keep- 
ec's convention, to be decided by the feminine 
part of the assembly, as youn have stated it?” 

“Very well. Of course the ‘Chair 
present the subject 7” 

“Undoubtedly; but the Chair should be sure | 
to do it impartially, and if we mistake not it | 
is already prejudiced pretty strongly on one 
side of the Question.” 

“Well how will this do: 
the reports on both sides of the ques. | 
then, from both sexes ; afterward we will de 
cide the matter by a vote from the tadies. 
Meanwhile every one is at liberty to constitute | 
his Apiary of one Bee Hive and 50 chickeus, or 
50 Bee Hives and one chieken, but it can’t be | 
considered an Apiary untess it} contains at! 
least one Bee Hire.” 

PF. S.—"But is it best to say nothing about 
the annoyance fowls have many times made tts 
by getting in and scratching the saw-dust all 
around, digging holes under the hives, knock- | 
ing the entrance blocks away, and last but not 
least, making the operation of going down on ; 
ones knees beside a hive, as we often do when 
at work, one of quite doubtful expediency ? and | 
honey! just think of it; as neat and tidy as bees 
are in their habits, does it not seem that poul- | 
try might be kept in a domain of their own, or | 
at least excluded from that of the bee hives?” ! 

“We would say nothing about it. When. 
poultry have the run ofa large farm instead of 
being cramped up in town as we are, it might 
make a great difference. Besides let us hear | 
what has been the experience of others.” 


a) 


Well | 


should | 
' 


We will publish 


ANSWER TO PROBLEM 21. } 








Answer to problem 21 will be found in_ the above | 
sketch, I have used two like this, holding four trames 
each, rack is made of ! inch pine. R. H. Dixon, 

Canandaigua, N. 

Thanks friend D. Your frame has an advan- 
tage over our own, inasmuch as it can be car- 
ried easily with one hand; but how about 
robbers? Unless you have something to cover | 
up the combs, the above would be an excellent | 
mark for thievish hybrids. In 1870 ’tis true 


{ we 
nineteen 
, them altogether, to fill three, one story Sim 


we forgot there rere robbers almost, but every 
season since has obliged as to use “eternal 
vigilance.” 
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OUR OWN APIARY. 





ieee twa days past we have had weather, 


that allowed the bees to fly a little in the 
middie of the day, but nothing that can really 


; be called warm weather. 


The manure bas all been removed for a week 


: or more, and to-day we have raked up the rub- 
’ bish and banked suwdust around the hives, as 
' we usually do in March. 
‘found Queenless and were united ; as both to- 


Two colonies were 


} gether had nearly enough bees to raise a Queen, 
| we gave them some eggs, for it is now late 
i enough in the season to commence Queen-rear- 
‘ ing, ordinarily. 


Of the remaining 20 colonies, perhaps half 
have brood on two or three combs, but not one 
has brood in four combs; the other half, can 


;only fetch up with warm, favorable weather. 
, We really do not know of anything that can 


be done uniesa we have warm weather. <A col 
ony that had been fair a month ago, was found 


‘after a frosty morning, with not enough bees 
‘to cover half of their sealed brood, the bees 
: having been lost we suppose, in attempting to 


work on the soft maples, which are just now 
in bloom, during the cold windy weather. 
After supper—Another Queen is missing, and 
have now this second day of May, only 
Queens and not bees enough with 


plicity hives. Were it not that we are receiv- 
ing reports daily of similar losses--misery 
loves company—we might think we alone were 
unfortanate. 

At any rate, none of our readers can now ac- 


| cuse us of not having had experience with the 


dark side of Bee Culture. 

The following from friend Doolittle seems to 
indicate that even hives full of bees, do not 
rear brood unless they can have out-door exer- 
cise. We first give an extract from « letter 
dated March 4th, as follows : 

My 54 colonies and 4 nuclei, ave in splendid condi- 
Uon at present date. Some of my full colonies have 
200 square inches of brood. I have never lost but two 


} swarme of bees in winter, and those through starving 
| by carelessness, but 


when we come to have 24 days 

of Weather that bees cannot fly, in the last of April 

and first of May, flike spring of 1873) I must confess 1 
am not quite equal to the case. 

Borodino, N. Y. April 30th, 1874. 

FRIEND NOVICE :--My natural disposition is to be 


, cheerful, but F must contess J am feeling rather des- 


pondent about these times. We have had but three 
days this month on which bees could fly. It snowed 
on the 25th, to the depth of 12 inches, and has been 
snug winter weather ever since. Bees must generally 
become extinct if the springs fn future prove as unfa- 
vorable as the past two; in fact scarcely any remain, 
except with two or three practical Apiarians in this 
County. [have 56 swarms alive as yet, but a part of 


' them cannot stand it long, as the old bees are dyin 


all the while and no young ones have been reared, 0 
any account, this Spring. [ have examined but eight 
hives, as the only comfortable day was on Sunday, but 
feet now that J should attend to their wants even on a 
Sabbath. If have hives that occupy 10 ranges of comb 
with bees, with brood on only two combs, and small 
épace at that. IT have done all I could tor them and it 
LT lose them it cannot be helped. Has the last week 
been cold with you and have you realized your expec- 
tations with your manure ? G. M. DOOLITTLE. 


May 8th—To-day is* our first really warm 
day, and our 19 Queens bid fair to make @ 
“live” of it after all. 
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We have “tidied” up our Apiary, got the 
hives around facing the east again, swept the 
ground up clean, and things are back in the 
old shape once more. 

Whether our “manure-exper iment” was det- 
rimental or otherwise, We are atleast, at pres- 
ent not inclined’to recommend. it to- others. 
We have to-day located one of the long Stand- 
ard hives in front of one of the grape vine 
trellises, and find. the: position fronting the 
East, with the lid to open back against, the 
tre!his, anuch - the most couvenient “position, | 
Bees among the farmers about here have, win- 
tered unusually Well, and ofcourse they laugh 
at our “scientitic” Bee Calture.. One says, itd is 
the Extractor that. killed our bees, another, 
that sugag-syrup isn’t natural like honey, a 
third. that the Italians are to blame ete. 

If we were- perfectiy satisfied just where the | 
whole trouble was,. we might try to tell As it 
is, “guess. we wor t,” ac present, 

Muy 9th—hast evening, we discov ered our 
poorest. colony so.much reduced that, no ate, 
tempt seemed to be made to use the eggs 
which the: = Was patiently depositing, aud 
the. brood having: .been killed by the. recent 





freezes, we concluded to unite them, with our 
one Queenless—not eolany but “little cluster. 
As our attempts last season. at. uaiting such 
weak colonies. by caging the Queen, had rv- | 
sulted in their death almost iuvariably, we 
decided: this. time te risk a spee lier method, 
and therefore simply lifted the bees combs anc i, 
all, from, their own hiye into the other. . Al- 
though -both colonies-hid been during the day, 
active in repelling .robbers, they seemed to. 
take a very favorable view of our kind inten- 
tion,-and crossed antennae with the new occa-. 
pants in & manner so aynicable that we closed | 
the hive thinking our former skill With bees - 
was at length, after haying played us-truant 
so long, returning. - 
hor later, and another this morning, s showed 
the Queen all right. 
May 10¢h—Our nice Queen being found dead | 
in front of the hive, we shall have to conciude | 
our former skill has not returned after--all. 
We wonder how many of our readers know | 
just the, sensation experienced in finding a fine | 
Queen . ha&S:-been killed, by her bees; we. first. 
feel sorrow, then regret and chagrin, especially | 
if ‘tis through any of our own carelessness. | 


bees really got the brilliant colored pollen 
that she and “papa” had watched and admired 
so much ; 
beés as it had been explained to her. 

May 11th~—A thorough: examination to-day 
showed that a few colonies were making as- 
tonishing progress; more, were just getting 
‘under way, and two, were ‘dwindled down un- 
til there were too few bees to even hatch an 


egg. 


ducing these Queens to Queenless colonies, but 


their “bread and butter” for little | 


“After holding an: Editorfal ‘consultation bh 
we decided to make no more attempts at intro> 


proceeded to cut. pieces of, hatching brood 


from the good colonies, small enough- so that. - 


the bées could care for them, and these were 
inserted right next the small. cluster, being 


careful not to demoralize the remaining frail. 


organization which kept the dozen or two aes 
near their Queen. 


Dinner time—In-one case: the nae have com- 


menced. feeding the maweR, but in _ other no - 


‘attention: is paid -to it.. 

Kvening—Both are‘now caring for the brood, 
and ‘an accession of downy infant bees. just 
hatched, seems to infuse courage once more 
into their disheartened hives. . , 

We-have now' 


4 young one in April; 
and we-fear may be too old: ‘Drones have 
sider i€ more because their Queen is an otd one, 
than-as an evidence of prosperity, 


just seventeen laying Queens.” 
“Our -Quinby-hive lost their Queen-and reared - 
she is not yet laying; * 


' made their appearance in one hive but wé con-- 


May. 12th 55 clock in the morning—The cher- , 


ry trecs are literally ‘odoriferous) humming 


-snow dtifss of bloom, and we. find ourselves, 


left all alone to enjoy the prospect, for no one: 
-else is stirring visibly.; ° - ' 


We fin! via tlie ground in the Apiary’ a 


An examination half an jp Breater number of bees crawling about or just ; 


moving, than we think Gan’ possibly be consis- © 


| tent; with a natural state of things. 

They. are not old bees: for their ‘wings are 
perfect -and many: of them are evidently ‘from 
their downy appéarance, young Italians. We 
find them ‘on thé walks and fences, and if 


warnt weather ‘is nota remedy for this state of — 


affairs, we have truly something serious to 
contend, with. ° 
The same thing was noticed last fall, and 





The concluding sentiment with us isa strong. otliers have spoken of it, but again,’ Apiaries 
tendency to “git mad” only. restrained: by the _but-a.few-ailes off seem to know nothing of it, 
thought-that as nothing can be done te reani-, and their:bees have passed through the. pres- 
tate’ that ‘Jittle form, all we éan do is fo re- , ent spring months full as well as usual. 
solyé to be" very ‘careful in futue, and then May 15th—We-really can't think of anything 
endeavor to stifle thé pang by trying ‘to forget else to express our feelings, except swinging 
all about it in busying° ourselves with the rest ‘our hat again, just-because one young Queen 
that are altve—perhaps, meanwhile. whistling | has commenced laying; and now we_ have 
a refrain on a similar key to the’ mourning note | -eighteen again, instead of seventeen. If our for- 
of the now Queenless colony, as it ‘comes to us | tunes have “rety passed the lowest ebb and 
faint!y as we pass near them. - " commenced ascending, we shall draw:a long 
Tlie weather is now beautifully warm and! preath of relief. The weather now is all that 
pleasant ; this morning we found one-Dlossem - ‘can be desired, and we are interposing ‘combs 
on the early cherry'tree for “Blue Eyes”: who" as fast as our half dozen strongest will bear it ; 


opened them still wider, and almost exhausted * 
her infantile vocabulary in her delight. at it. 
Before sun down the tree was alipost ir full | 
bloom and the bees that had been.robping i in| 


honey at a very fair rate and “Blue Eyes” was 
still more delighted to be able to see where thé 
i 


the forenoon, in the afternoon were gathering ! | 


and "tis pleasant to. note their daily . growth 
and prosperity.” Or -best colony is really 
| getting its hive full of honey fromthe fruit 

Jlossoms,.but.we shall remove combs and give 
them empty ones-as fast as they will bear it, 


using the removed ones for peopling our a: 8 


ty hives. 


‘ 


. 


for their’ * 
brood does not compass more than four combs: 
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May 22nd—We have had a week of cold, wet 
weather, and our two weak “clusters, are | 
Queenless. One of the Queens died three | 
times, and the last time she “stayed” dead in | 
spite of persistent efforts to coax her back to | 
this world of care. 

Truly: 

“This ‘world’ sa wiklerness of woe.’ 

Vhy it’s really aggr oh ml to hear from) 
others who haven't lost any. We know how to | 
take care of bees, every body knows, especially 
when they are all strong stocks, and it’s warm 
weather with no cold storms. We have kept 
saving to ourselves all along when the weath- | 
er was bad, that friend Bolin would be sure to 
lose some of his 99 colonies now, at any rate, 
but imagine our disappointment at learning he | 
has not. We believe we shall have to let him | 
stand “clear up to the head,” in the “Roll of! 
Honor,” while we shall have to be put down to | 
the extreme foot, or perhaps placed a yard or | 
two below all the rest. 

The advice given in the following, for spring | 
treatment, we heartily commend. 

+ > — -- —_—_—_. 

HOW TO “SPRING” 100 COLONIES 

WITHOUT LOSING ANY. 


\RURIEND NOVICE :—I'll tell all I know 

<t; about the pollen, provided you don't talk 
of putting me in the Editorial chair again. 
‘The mere thought of occupying such an exal- | 
ted position makes me feel nervous; more so | 
than it would to have @ lot of cross hybrids | 
“eo for” me, although they can sting a little, if 
they try. 

Some stocks had considerable pollen when | 
put into winter quarters, others very little, and 
in several of them the supply was ne: arly or 
quite exhausted, when they were put on the 
summer stand; yet the rye flour they carried | 
in, seems to have supplied all deficiencies in | 
that respect. As many of the best stocks I, 
now have, are sume of those having the least | 
pollen, when taken out of winter quarters, I | 
think they should have some pollen when put 
into winter quarters, as I do not think they | 
can raise brood without any, still of the two | 
extremes, I should prefer their not having 
quite enough, to a large surplus, as it is easier 
furnishing what they need in the spring, after 
they are put on the summer stand, in the shape 
of rye flour, than it is to get the old dry pollen 
out of the brood comb, where there is too 
much. Rye flour is undoubtedly one of the 
best stimulants we can give our bees in the 
spring, as it gives a greater impetus to breed- 
ing, early in the season, than anything else I 
have tried, and at the same time it keeps them 
out of mischief, by keeping them busy. It 
aiso saves the lives of hundreds of industrious 
workers, by giving them employment at home, 
instead of ranging the fields and woods, in 
quest of natural pollen, 

My bees carried in the flour from about four 
bushels of rye, this spring. They worked on 
it, to some extent, the first week in March, 
then not again, owing to the cold, until the 
third weck; and after that whenever the 

weather was warm enough, until about April | 
25th, when left it altogether for ratural | 
pollen. The first natural pollen was bronght 
in the first week in Avril, being a month later 


OM did 
than usual. 








vluicy 


_ her lungs are gone—one wing clipped. 


| mer stand in the spring. 
| ding the entrance; and in a few instances, 
| during the bright but cold w 


fe 
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My losses this spring have only been the 
swarm that starved, (I am almost inclined to 
say for want of sense as they had plenty of 
honey in the hive, the second week in March,) 
and one Queen in April, the rest are doing well. 
The Queen that died was not quite two years 
old, yet she was one of those “natural, Jong 


lived, prolific Queens,” of which we read so 
much a few years ago; whilst a forced artific- 


ial Queen that was hatched May 6th, 1870, is 
as full of life as ever | notwithstanding part of 
She 
led out a swarm May Ist, 1872, and one May 
20th, 1873, being the first natural swarms I had 
each season. The summer of 1871, I took from 


| the old stock, and the two swarms that came 


1" 
72, 


from it, 216 pounds of box honey; in 120 
Ibs. from her colony; and in ’73, 150 lbs. from 
old stock and swarm. If clipping a Queen’s 
wings gives such results I think I shall be 
guilty of more of it, even if it is “impertinent 
interference.” 

For several years I have practiced stimulat- 
ing my bees, in the spring, by giving them a 
spoonful or two of syrup every evening. It is 
considerable trouble, it is true, but it pays, and 
that is what most of us work for. I have not 
found, in my experience, that having plenty of 
sealed honey, or even feeding a large amount of 
syrup at one time, answers the same purpose, 


; so far as breeding is concerned, as regular, dai- 


ly feeding. 

The worst, and in fact about the only trouble 
I have with my bees during the winter and 
spring, is to keep them from Teav ing their hives 
in quest of honey or pollen, when the weather 
is too cold, after they are placed on the sum- 
The remedy is sha- 


sather of the last 
two months, when they would perish in com- 
ing out, when I knew it was too cold, and the 
ground was covered with snow, I shut them 
in. Covering the hive with manure at such 
times, only makes a bad matter worse, by in- 
creasing the heat and making them still more 
anxious to be out. 

I have not lost a swarm for several years, by 
the bees swarming out and joining other stocks. 
Where such losses occur, they are generally 
owing to either queenlessness, want of suific- 
ient bees to care for brood, want of honey, or 
mouldy combs. The first two causesmay be 
remedied in the fall, by giving to all stocks 
that need them, young prolific Queens; the 
third at the same time, by feeding until they 
have suflicient stores, and the last by giving 
upward ventilation, during the winter. 

Iam sorry to hear of your loss. but I have 
one consolation; Novice knows how to build 
them up again, on the double quick, and will 
doit. Tell “blue eyes” that we have a little 
three year old blue eyes here, who would part 
with anything else on the place sooner than 
she would with a swarm of bees. No amount 
of reasoning will make her believe the bees 
will sting her, intentionally, and she acts ac- 
cordingly, and they seem to respect her faith 
in their good behavior. JAMES BOLIN. 

West Lodi, O. May 20th, 1874. 

P.S.—Losses have been heavy in this section, 
a the winter and spring, where bees were 


9 take care of themselves, amounting, in 
cases, to from 1g, to the entire stock. 
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“BLASTED Hores”™ is so large we couldn’t put it in 
atall. “Reports Encouraging.” tolerable, but *Hum- 
bugs and Swindles” have dwindled down to nothing 
worthy of publication, which is the best news of all. 


Fruit blossoms are furnishing an upprecedented 
amount of honey, is the report from almost every side, 
Oh that we had bees to gather it. “Easy” says “buy 
*em,” but Prudence says, “No Sir "ee. Learn how to 
keep ’em first. 

WE feel daily more strongly convinced that the two 
story hive is about to be laid aside, and the double 
width ones used instead. We shall in future keep 
only the latter made up on hand, anc only make the 
former to order. apis al 

Mr. MvuTH this month advertises an extra fine qual- 
ity of flint glass Honey Jars. Just the thing where 
you wish something extra nice; say, for a present for | 
instance. Who would not be pleased with a nice flint 
Klass jar of honey ? i 

AGAIN, we are obtiged to omit many things we dis- 


liked to, and have even been obliged to put diagram | 


of Queen cage on the cover. We fear our triends 
will think as we do sometimes, that we have inserted 
unimportant matters and omitted those of value. 
“Like enough,” for after all “we're all poor ere’tur’s.” 


Mr. ALLEY was one of the first, if not the first who 
attempted to raise good Queens at alow price. Some 
of our Medina Bee-keepers’ think the best Queens 
they have had. have been from among those ree’d of 
Mr. A. See his advertisement in this number. 


THOSE Who have already subseried for GLEANINGS, 
ean have Mrs. Tupper’s Journal or the A. B. d. by 
sending us $1.50; B. A. MM. 31.00, This gives our read- 
ers an opportunity of taking all the Journals if they 
wish, at a low rate. We will try and make equally 
advantageous terms for the Bee Wor/d when they get 
it out on time, aud with a little more care. All the 
rest come to us now, full up to time. 


WE too have an imported Queen just from Italy. 
She was brought by an old acqueintance, and we 
feel as much confidence in her, as if we had brought | 
her personally. He atarted with 30 and brought 
home safely 27; is not that pretty well’ As she cost 
us $15.00, we did not dare risk an introduction, and so 
placed her and accompanying bees, on three combs 
of hatching brood, carefully brushing off every bee as 
they were taken from the hives. This was the 22nd, 
and to-day—25th, they are a fair little colony. 


We have just learned of the sudden death of one of | 


our number. <A letter from him appears in Heads of 
Grain, written &ppurently without a thought that he 
Was so soon to leave all things earthly. We learn his 


bees willa great part of them be sold soon. Address | 


aus per advertisement in May No., M. Miller, Penin- 


sula,O. May peace be his lot, and that of all other 
good Bee-Keepers’, when they leave us, for that 
Great Unknown other World. 


—_----—_—_-+> > o-—---——-— 

IN answer to many inquiries, we would say that we 
would have no hesitation in feeding the honey, and 
using the combs of colonies that died in the win- 
ter, providing it be fed in warm weather. Get it 
worked up into brood if possible. 

We have never heard of any trouble during the hot 
summer months. We would feed ft in the combs by 
all means, and it may thus be made to save an equal 
amount of our finest honey if it ts not first quality {t- 
self. The combs are very valuable for building up 
stocks, and the honey stored or sealed up in them, we 
think in the best shape to feed it can possibly be. 





ALL about the Averill Chemical Paint, how to use 
it, how much it costa, how much is needed for a 
square yard of surface, ete., etc., can be gathered from 
the price list and sample card, that will be furnished 
on application to the Co., whose advertisement see in 
this No. We have remarked more than once before, 
that we would use nothing else for bee hives, and ‘we 
now add that we should never think of hiring a paint- 
er, even had we one hundred hives to paint yearly. 
Our paint pot was last used, and put away with the 
brush in it, Nov. 22nd, and remained uncovered and 
untouched until May 9th, a period of nearly 6 months, 
when it was brought out and a couple of hives painted 
in good shape in less than 20 mintttes; yet the paint 
is dry enough to handle without soiling, in a few 
| hours afterward. And best of all, it runs smooth it- 
| self, no matter how inexperienced is the hand that 
| puts it on. 

WE would be very glad indeed, to be shown that an 
efficient Extractor could be made for $1.00, but from 
| an examination of one sent us by Mr. A. N. Draper, of 
Upper Alton, Ill., we fear it cannot he said to be a 
decided success as vet. 

The machine is a tin case something like a dripping 
pan, having a sheet of wire-cloth framed tn tin, latd 
over the top; the comb fs laid on this, and the whole 
apparatus is whirled about the head by means of four 
cords attached to the corners, 

The apparatus will certainly work, (but the wire- 
| Cloth will need to be better supported than in the 
| Sample sent ur). and for a very few hives tt might give 
| fair satisfaction. 

As the case must be emptied for each full com), the 
work must necessarily go on very slowly, and all 
things considered we fear few would be content with 
the implement; espectally after the number of their 
colonies had increased very much, as bees may always 
be expected to do. 











ee ~~ 

ALTHOUGH we have criticlsed the Bee World's ty- 
| pography ete., severely. tt was not done with the 
intention of injuring Mr. Moon, but on the contrary. 
; With the hope that it might induce him to be a little 
| more careful in his proof reading. We believe ‘tis 
| Well known that the most powerful corrective of bad 
spelling, punctuation ete., is the ridicule that gener- 
ally attends “short comings” in that direction: what- 
|) ever comes from the press uncorrected, Is sure to be 
poluted out sooner or later by some one. 

We are well aware that GLEANINGS contains errors 
inspite of the best we can do, and value erfticism 
more than we do commendations; for how are we to 
improve unless errors that we overlook are pointed 
out to us, by those who notice them? When the Bee 
World comes to us with no more erroys than are to be 
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found in Bee Journals generally, we will give the 
Southern Bee Journal a permanent advertisement 
gratis. As Dr. Jewel Davis, seems to have misun- 
derstood our motives in the matter we would respect+ 
fully defer the matter to him. 


o> 
ni i 


On Sunday, the Mth, we noticed in the morning, 
that a populous colony of ants had located, and were 
Nourishing under the door step of one of our weak 
colonies. We went for the “tea-kettle” but not find- 
ing it hot, concluded we would postpone until a week 
‘lay our intention of treating them to a bath of boiling 
water. We do not resort to such extreme measures 
usually, but they had begun to extend their nest 
«lear into the hive and were evidently annoying the 
bees. About 2 0’clock these bees swarmed out; be- 
fore we could find the Queen another colony caught 
the note and in less than fifteen minutes, five had left 
their hives and all was confusion, We “got around 
tast” for a while, if ft was Sunday, and soon had all 
the Queens in cages on the top of their own frames, 
and watched the bees whilst they dispersed to their 
respective homes. The fever however did not leave 
them for several hours, and every attempt to release 
the Queens was met with such fierce attempts to 
sting them that we left them caged. All five were 
very weak, and the Queens had laid several eggs in 
almost every cell inside the cluster. This occurred 
just when a lot of young bees were taking their first 
Hight. 
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Wk once before mentioned, ’twas out of our prov- 
ince to defend the Darwinian theory here, and we say 
again that those who have a curiosity in the matter 
had better read Darwin. We will however say this 
much, that Darwin never tells you a thing és, or és not 
so; he has aimed rather to present facts that many of 
us have already observed, and then mildly asks the 
reader if if dees not seem probable that such, and such 
results came about in such a manner. Agassiz on the 
other hand most positievely declares they did, or did 
not, originate in the manner he supposed. 

&. w. M. says in April No., “‘natural selection’ 
ean never change a honey bee into a wasp ete.” Now 
although Darwin does not so teach, as we understand 
it, we would like to know what right the Editor of 
the above, has to be se positive. How does he know? 
As to how the bee existed while his proboscis was 
being acquired “gradually,” we would suggest that 
they then worked on flowers of a moderate depth. 
Should a certain Queen’s progeny be enabled to get 
honey from red clover, because by accident they had 
alonger proboscis than their neighbors, would they 
hot stand a better chance of wintering and thus per- 
haps perpetuate such a race of bees? We never 
saw so much to call forth admiration and respect for 
our Creator’s works, as since reading Darwin. 


QUEEN REARING, 





WfT is with some hesitation we undertake to 


hd P : : 
ws direct in this matter, and we have delayed 


these papers to see if it were possible that the 
manner in which Queens were reared, had any 
thing to do with the great losses in the spring 
of this, and the past three seasons. While a 
few instances might seem to indicate such the 
case, the majority do not, for we have precise- 
ly the saine state of affairs where common bees, 
box hives, and natura! swarming were the rule. 
We shail take great pains to recommend noth- 





ing here, that has not been fully tried; and 
while we cannot promise to enable you to 
“make a sure thing of it every time,” we will 
endeavor to come as near it as we can. 

We need hardly say your colonies should be 
all strong; our experience this spring with 
small clusters of bees has convinced us 
more thoroughly than ever of the bad policy 
of attempting to do any thing with colonies 
whose Queens are crippled in their egg-produ- 
cing powers, by want of bees to cover and 
care for the eggs and brood. 

Very small nucleus hives, seem to answer 
very well in the hight of the season, but tak- 
ing all things into consideration, we should 
feel much safer in recommending such a hive 
as the standard with a close-fitting division 
board. Bore a hole through the back end for 
an entrance, and adjust the division board to 
accommodate two or three frames. For fear 
the quilt might allow bees to pass over the 
top of this board, we will tack the quilt to it 
—: : 

lace in this apartment about two frames, 
partly filled with brood, and a third with both 
honey and pollen, with the adhering bees on 
all. As soon as they have become organized, 
which may be known by their gathering pollen 
and repelling robbers, we are ready for Queen- 
rearing. Instead of depending on a book, or 
a slate and pencil we should very much prefer 


' the Queen Register cards, illustrated on the 


{ 
| 





cover of this No. From your choicest Queen, 
imported if possible, give each nucleus a piece 
of comb containing eggs, at least once iv every 
threedays. As the original brood will soon 
be gone, all Queen cells constructed by what- 
ever accident, will be from your choice brood, 
and may be used without hesitation. "Tis 
quite a task to cut combs so as to have these 
pieces fit nicely, and quite a number of devices 
such as small sectional frames of wood,or thin 
tin, have been used; but we find quite a diffi- 
culty in getting the Queen to deposit eggs in 
such divided frames, as she does in a whole 
brood comb ; again, taking a whole frame for 
each nucleus every three days would soon rob 
our choice Queen, besides our nuclei could not 
care for one tenth part of the eggs, if we did. 
We last season, cut our comb of eggs into 
small pieces, but in that case we were obliged 
to cut holes in the nuclei combs to fit; a diffi- 
cult, besides being a tedious job, and it spoils 
the beauty of a great number of fine combs, in 
ashort time. Of course, after all this, we 
have a remedy to offer, and ’tis simply to get 
a new discuit cutter of your tinsmith, and file 
the edge of the tin to a sharp knife edge. Cut 
a larger hole in the back, that you may push 
out the piece of comb readily, and by turning 
your cutter around as it goes through the 
bases of the cells, you may cut pieces from 
two combs and swap them, ina trice, and so 
neatly that the bees will make all smooth in a 
very short time. When you cut a cake of eggs 
from a comb, push in the piece that came out 
where you made a place for it, and when you 
have cut as many “cakes” out as you can, give 
the whole frame with the remaining scattered 
eggs, to one of the nuclei. When you can 


make all this work to suit you, as we feel cer- 
tain you all can, we’ll give you another paper. 

A little oil will make the cutter work more 
smoothly. 
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P. G, objects that we have not given the rea- | 
sons for advising that the nuclei be given fresh 
eggs every three days. They are fourfold: 
First, that their population may be kept up; 
secondly, that all hands may be kept employ- | 
ed; thirdly, to keep the bees at home when the 
young Queen goes out, and lastly and most 
important of all, that there be no possibility 
of cells or Queens being reared from any other 
than choice brood, even should some accident 
happen to the Queen. 

ARTIFICIAL SWARMING, 





consists simply in giving these nuclei, as soon 
as they have laying Queens, combs of brood, 


from strong colonies, until they are good colo- | 


nies of themselves. See page 72, last para- 


graph. vi 


ALL ABOUT SMOKERS. 
(ALL WE KNOW ABOUT’EM.) 








‘iG NOVICE & Co.—Please give us the easiest and 


aders a very simple request 
that any one knows how to smoke bees—well I must 
confess I for one, do not. Ihave been using a short 
iron tube with a plug of wood at each end, the plug at 


- 
iy “best method of smoking bees. This may appear | 
fet) to some of your re 


| trouble. 


the firing end removable. I get a full share through | 
this end into my eyes and nose. I saw Mr. E. Kretch- | 
mer’s advertisement, A “Bee Pipe” to direct the smoke | 
| that we have a square tin box—bought at the 


where needed, eyes and nose perfectly safe, price 40c. 
I ordered one forthwith—ree’d it, loaded up—the soft 
solder melted down, my new 40c. tin smoker tumbled 
down—burnt my fingers--eyes and nose received full 
charge. Mr. Quinby’s blacksmith forge arrangement 
is too big and unwieldy—l apply to you for relief— 
please help, 


“NUMPO.” | 


Our first smoker was tobacco, rolled up in a | 
rag, and we blew the vile stuffin their poor | 


little faces and eyes under all circumstances 


and conditions, and at all times, whether they : ; 
running order, and the faster we travel about 


were cross or not, and many times when they 
stood in the door of their own domicile with- 
out any feeling of ill will, or evil designs 


toward any one on the face of the earth. But | 
smoking them was a part of the programme, | x ; 
/allowed to smoke away for hours without 


2nd smoked they must be, so we thought ; and 
we really pity them now, when we look back 
and think of it. After a while we got out of 
tobacco and tried the rags alone and they did 
very well; pretty soon Mrs. N. got out of rags 
—we burned such an awful sight of ’em—and | 


‘twas such a bother to be fussing so much, roll- | og b 
/ word,” it seems to us is barbarous, and he who 


ing them up ete., before we could do anything, 
that we felt grateful to Dr. C. C. Miller, now of 


Chicago, when he paid us a visit and demon- | 


strated that rotten wood was not only as good, 
but even better. After that, we had our chunk 
of rotten wood, and went on our way rejoicing 
until we burned up a hive of fine [talians, by 
sparks blowing in the sawdust. Then we read 
over the A. B. /. and made a tin smoker with 
wire-cloth and a knob to blow through, this | 
worked beautifully to be sure, but who could 
watch a smoker to see that it didn’t “go out” 
when intent op the interior of a hive? 

Well, it had to be tinkered so much to be 
kept “going” that we got out of all patience, 
at being obliged to fuss so long just to opena 
bee hive, and so we threw it away—no, we put 
it “in the loft” and by the way if that loft isn’t 
getting to be an “old curiosiiy shop” we don't 
know. 


Now ’twas Gallup we think, who said a pan 
of chips was just as good as any thing, for it 
could be set o3 i would burn near! 


half a day; and if you found you didn’t need it 


at all, why, all the better, but ’twould always 
be ready if you did want it. We never like 
great clumsy implements so we got a nice lit 
tle tin basin, and it worked beautifully till 
the pesky thing got hot and burnt our fingers, 
when we picked it up excitediy. Ifwe remem- 
ber rightly we set it down again, and made 
some remarks; can’t say now what the re- 
marks were but think they were xot concerning 
the weather. 

Shortiy after, we saw Mrs. N. using a very 
pretty, small, enameled sauce pan, in her culi- 
nary operations, and we innocently asked if 
the handle never got hot ? 

“Certainly not. See how thin and light it is.” 

As she persistently declined listening to any 
proposal to trade it for our tin basin, we bought 
a “bran new one” for 40c., at the “tin shop,” 
putin some coals of fire, some rotten wood, 
and from that day to this, we have had no 
Fire will keep in it an hour or two, 
any thing will burn init thatisdry. Fora 


_ brisk smoke in a hurry, we sprinkle on a little 
_saw-dust because ’tis always handy, and if 


placed at the windward side of an open hive, 
the cloud of smoke that arises is all that is 
many times needed, and it requires almost no 
attention. We should add before concluding, 


druggists for a few cents, (they get them with 
Castor oil in, or something) large enough to 
set our sauce pan in, out of the rain, and also 
to contain the fuel, that we scatter around, 
when we wish it to goout. The opening being 
on the east end, our fuel is always dry, and 
when scraped into the sauce pan with a few 
live coals from the kitchen stove, it is all in 


with it the more it smokes. 

We can’t imagine how “cog wheels” or “bel- 
lows” would add to its efficiency, and when we 
take into consideration that ’tis very often 


being required at all, it seems to us that its 
greatest merit is its simplicity. Occasionally 
a stubborn colony will need considerable smoke, 
but the practice of “smoking” them until Queen, 
workers and all, tumble “‘pell-mell” on the 
bottom-board, when they haven’t even “said a 


does it should have the “machine” pointed at 
his own eyes until he sees how itis. Now 
don’t undertake to use utensils made with sol- 
der, for they will just prove a bother. 

At least two persons, whose eyes will meet 


| these pages, have tried old brittannia teapots, 


and when the block tin melted and caved in, 
they concluded they wouldn't do “first rate.” 
P. S.—*P. G.” remarks we have only consid- 
ered one side of the question. The other side 
is, that occasionally our “pet smoker” gets go- 


| ing at a rate that sometimes makes one think 


they had almost as lief be stung to death, as 
smoked to death; to which we reply, ’tis a 
matter easily remedied; take out some of the 
fuel and make it “go slower.” 


A subscriber from Middlebury, Vt., writes; 
Wormwood was first used by us in subduing bees in 
the summer of 1872, We were almost overpowered 
by a swarm, and had tried a great variety of articles 
such as rotten wood, rags, tobacco, catnip etc., when 
my son, a lad of twelve years proposed to try worm- 
wood; and we were happily surprised at our success, 
and now L would wot be hired to be without it. 
A. C. Hooker. 
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Heads of Grainy | 
_ FROM DIFFERENT FIELDS. 





. 
|; and Honey.” I have.nearly completed my high | 

<= fence of plank, on your:plan for an Apiary. I | 

have nine-colonies in good: condition. at present; lost 


Viet AT. ROOT & 60.1 am trying for “Bees | 


uimost all my bees last winter, by bad management 1! but if the Blacks do really rear more ‘brood “ 


a 


think; I will try to. do. better in the’ future. 1 read the | 
A. B. J. and GLEANINGS with the greatest imagina- | 
bleinterest. I intend, ifthe Lord permits me, to fixup, 
my bees and Apiary nice. Success to vou and GLEAN® | 
INGS, ond may you long live to.strengthen the “Breth- | 
ren” and such beginners as your humble servant. 

Parkersville, Ky. Bec. 22nd, 1873. C. LARKINS. | 


We are right by your side friend L.; we are; Of. starch” had any agency 


certainly going to try and do-better,; but wheth- 
er we shall suceeed, or not remains to be seen. 
We trust your..nine colonies, are ‘nine tlfis 
spring. : at 


FRIEND NOVICE:-—I have 23 ott of 25 colonies, 
wish’ they were all in about’ 15 hives with the best 
Queens-think they would. be more — ‘than as 
they are; they aye gatherjng-a little pollen bit no 
honey. Those that were the best, last fall are the best 
now-used tire heat to keep thém warm in the house- 
see no bad effect from it-endéavored to keep the tem- 
perature from 40° ta 45°. : HENRY- PALMER, 

Hart, Mich. May 2nd, 1874. me ‘ 


FRIEND NOVICE:-I have been trying to keep 
bees in Texas four years. This is certainly a-fine bee 
country, as we have no expense or trouble in winter- 
ing bees, and there. is. almost an endless variety of 





flowers, from which bees‘ gather honey. The, best. |: 


that I have a knowledge of, is the horse mint. -I do 
not think, however, after all, that bees ‘gather more 
honey here than with you, as-the honey season is fre- 
quently cut short by dry weather, and perhaps op an. 
uverage is not longer than.in your State. The advan- 
tages here are, no expense or trouble in .wintering, 
and facilities for early Queen-rearing ; last fall I put 
up ten Queens in my small hives .or boxes, made to | 
hold three frames, with a sufficient number of.work- 
ers as an experiment, and this spring I had eight good 
tested Queens as the restilt, shall try it on a larger 
scale next winter. I opened one-of my Italian colo- 
nies to-day, from which I had removed the Queen 
nine days’ since, and found 31 Queen cells; many of 
them were so close together that [ could not cut them 
apart without injury. I never saw or heard of as 
many Queen cells in a hive before, did you ? 
Austin, Texas. Apr. 6th, 1874. - os 


T. KEMP. 


MR. ROOT, Dear Sir:—Two colonies of the ten in 
the hank: cellar are confined to their hives and have 
no chance to fly, oniy when set out; one of the two 
colonies: has as fine a looking Italian Queer as I ever 
saw; she was reared last June and has not laid an 
Hid that.I can find up to writings ‘The other ‘had a 
Black Queen which must have-stolen into the hive | 
late last fall and killed the Italian Queen. I killed | 
her March: Ist,:she had eggs and —- brood at the | 
time. March 12th; the colony had as: nice a capped | 
Queen us is often seen,- destroyed her and gave them | 
brood and-eggs from an Ftatian stock. ; 

April #th—Had a hatched Ltalian Queen... - . 

April-19th—Looks ‘nice, but-ne eggs and-no drones 
to fertilize her.- Bist $n) 





CORN STARCH DID IT. . | 
T have been trying corn starch-for pollen. Melted | 
candied honey. without water and while warm mixed 
in it a table-spoonful of dry starch, to a half pint of 
honey, andg.on the 6th day of. April. strewed it on top 
of frames of 2 colony on summer stand, that~had no 
pollen, brool or eggs. Thev ate it--reatily. They 
gathered, no pollen uy to this date, April I9th, at 
which date I examined them. They now have eggs 
and capped and uncapped: rood in two combs... 
I have-used corn: starch differently . preparéd: on 
other colonies, but the. result natso decided. | *.. 
Fire heat-in cellar works right. -No loss in bees or 
colonies. Old bees.as:strong to-day as first of March, 
that is, the loss of the olf wintered bees is impercep- 
tible. Yours truly, .- Pe M. MILLER, 
Peninsula, O. April 19th, 1874. » ‘ ; 


We have this spriyg foy the first time’ no- 
ticed Black colonies that had'broed, while the 
Italians had none. One Apiary of 27 colonies 





—Blacks, wintered finely in a neighborhoad 


| where the Italians have nearly all failed. The 


only particular difference in treatment that we 


know of, was that the Italians were used for | 
— Quéen-rearing until quite late, and the Blacks | 


were in box’ hives and gave no swarms and 
had “no treatment.” "Twill be advisable to 
“go slow”: forming conclusions in ‘the matter, 


early in the. spring "twill be well to know it. 
‘Tis very’ likely the Italians in their eager- 
ness, have flown out during our bad spring 
weather, and got lost when the Blacks did not. 
’ Before being positive that the-‘tablespoonful 
in the matter, 
should we not decide by experiment whether 
thé result would not, have been the same, had 
that been omitted, from the honey fed? 


Will you please describe the “Straw mat” in GLEAN - 
INGS?. How are they made? how thick are they ? 
what are they sewed with? or are they braided? 1 
know how. straw hives are anole. Anything like 
them? Thanks for wax, extractor. Have just made 
one—cost 80 cts.~-works good. That plan of H. Pal- 
mer page 29, and my plan, page 16, will work in con- 
junction nicely as I understand it, and I mean to try 
it. Bees will store honey as far from entrance as 
possible. . EN ee Se Wm. H. Kink. 

Waterbury, Conn. ee , a 

Very .well, just, wait antil-we fix a heading. 
There}, +. eas) 7) Si se 
STRAW MATS, HOW/TO.MAKE THEM. 

_ From. Peter Henderson's. excellent work en- 
‘titled.Gardening Fer Profit; we glean the fol- 
Towing: ds ship! ; 

“Straw mats are, however, by tar the warmest cov- 

ering, and in hot-bed culture are almost indispensable. 


They, are always made at home, during ‘wet days or. : 


stormy weather in winter. The manner.of making- 
them Is very simple, and will readily, be learned at 
the first attempt. The “uprights,” (or warps), are 


formed of five strands of a tarred ering, known as .. 
he 


“marline;” these are tightly sfrained,10 hes apart,' 
-by being attached to five strong nails at bottom of a 
‘wall, corresponding with the same’ number,7 feet 
from the bottom. Agains: these strings (beginning at 
the bottom) are laid small handfuls of rye straw, the 
cut side out. as long and straight as can be procured : 
this is secured to the uprights by a lighter kind of 
tarred string, by taking a single turn around the uv- 
right and the straw, and so-continued until the mat is 


finished. Some use a frame to which the strings, . 


forming ‘the warp, are attached, 

This allows the operator to have his work upright or - 
‘horizontal, as may be most convenient... Two work- 
men will make about five mats in a day. 
ished, the’mats should be 7 feet in length and 44 feet 


in width, two being sufficient to cover three sashes. _ 


The reason for having them made one foot longer than 
the sash is, that there may be 6 inches to overlap at 
top and bottom, which are the most necessary points 
to secure from frost. In making these mats they may 


| be constructed of sedge from the marshes, or salt 
' meadow hay, when rye straw cannot be.procured. 


It 
is important, however, that they may be made as 
light as possible, one inch. in thickness being quite 
sufficient. By care in handling them, these mats will 
last 1or-six or eight years.” . 

The mats for Hives, would not need tarred 

string, as they are not exposed to rain and sun, 
and the distance and number of the strings as 
well as the size of the mat, should be ‘arranged 
according to.the size of the hive. 
_' Ina second letter, friend K. explains that 
-his 80c. Wax Extractor was made by using a 
lard pail, an old wire-cloth dish cover, and 
“sundry other utensils found at home, so that 
80c. was, only what he paid the tinner. 

There seems tq’ be a diversity of opinion, as 
to whether bees-prefer storing nearest, or far- 
thest from the entrance. In our opinion, ’tis 
governed more by other circumstances, than 

‘the locality of the entrance. 


When fin-. - 
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FRIEND NOVICE: Please 
let me know through GLEAN- 


{ 

InNGs, how a frame like this | 
would be. D.N. KERN. 
Shitnersviile. Pa. i 
‘ 


Well, we should think it would be tri-angu- 
lar ; so far as practicability is concerned, we 
have known such hives to give very fair yields | 
of honey, as in fact we have, hives containing 
frames of every size, shape and dimensions, 
almost. The principal objection is, that it does 
not enuabie the bees to keep in a compact clus- | 
ter, the sharp corners being very unfavorable | 
in that respect. The idea as formed the basis , 
of several “patents,” but we believe it has been 
invariably abandoned after a short trial, like 
the great bulk of the patented devices in gen- 
eral. 


What time of day do you consider best for exaimin- 
ing hives, or extracting * 

Any time of day when the dees are at work , 
and the more they are flying the better, always 
providing no robbing is going on. 

How do you examine a bive tp early spring and aa- 
certain condition, when it is continually cold, as i 
has been this spring’ I waited weeks to see what 
condition mine were in after being moved twice. They 
told me I mast walt for s warm day. se as not to chill 
the brood. It was so cold most of the time that in + 
trying to examine them, lots of bees would fall down | 
chilled. T read about persons examining in early 
March, init can’t see how they do it unless they have 
different weather. About how should the thermome ; 
eter stand to make it safe to expose brood ? 

Manctester, lowa. Mrs. FE. M, MueKLER, | 

In this last matter, we fear we are really un- 
able to give any advice that would help vou, 
unless it were “don't.” Of course if bees are ! 
starving they must be fed, but otherwise we 
should not open the hives unless the weather 
is warm enongh for thei to fly. Such days | 
usnally oecur in March and April, but when | 
we have such unfortunate seasons as the pres- | 
ent, we really know of nothing that can be: 
done. We have no reports from those having ; 
kept their bees in the cellars until the ‘flowers ; 
bloom,” as Quinby advises, but feel sure ours 
would ai/ have died ere this time. If we could | 
inanage to bave brood-rearing go on while the | 
bees were yet confined to their hives, it might 
do. We have utterly failed in such attempts, 
but should be pleased to hear from others. 


There were 40 stocks of bees of the Apiary I am now | 
managing. Wintered in the cellar without loss (natural 
stores). W 
March !*th, ‘74. Cellar was quite damp and many 
combs moulded on that account. They are doing fine- i 
ly now and taking in dampened sugar whenever they 
ean fly (honey also at times) without showing signs of 
robbing. We brought them to this eondition grad- 
ually by feeding dry sugar first, and robbing that was 
being carried on extensively, before commen¢ing to 
feed, by some bees brought trom Tenn., has now en- 
tirely ceased. D. Lyons BRownN, 

Indianapolis, Ind. 


ere put in 28th of Nov. °73, and put out | 


My beestof which | have 13 stands (all Black) are 
doing well- Lintend to get some Italian Qugens this 
summer, but think it will be impossible to breed 
= Queens from them, as our woods are full of Black j 
ees. : J. S, ROGERS, | 

Columbia, Texas, April lth, i874. 

So far as honey is concerned, you need have 
no fears but that you can get the full benefit 
of the Italians, even under the circumstances 
you mention. Rear all Queens from one tested 
one; persist in this every season, and Italians 
will soon be the rule and blacks the exeeption. 
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oe Bae ewn sees. eee _— Ames ee 60 8 ee meee 


[ want to Italianize as soon as possible. Have 
thought L would like to get the dollar Queens. Some 
have told me that they would be poor things and 
would not pay. But I feel just as though IT could 


' trust Novice, and if you are going to have dollar 
| Queens. 1 think I will try a few, if [can get them tn 


season. Maus. BE. M. MuckLeEnm 

Manchester, Lowa. 

What we have advised as “dollar Queens,” 
were to be precisely the same as other Queens, 
only that they were sold as soon as fertile, and 
before they were tested. He who would sell 
Queens known to be poor, as “Novice Queens” 
as one advertiser expresses it, would be doing 
a dishonest act, for our purpose was to have 
them sold before the producer had an opportu. 


‘nity of knowing whether they were of extra 


value or not. Of course we shoald expect any 


‘ honorable man to tell us ifs Queen were poor 
‘ or worthiess, if he knew such to be the case, 


We do not expect dotlar — can be rear- 
ed early in the season. Those who want 
Queens in May and June, must expect to pay 
such prices as those fortunate cnongh to have 
them for sale, may choose to ask. 


Oh ves! About my bees; as) told you, they were 
killing their Queens. J lost 6 out of 20. in a day or 


t. lwo. but the very day that} wrote vou T tilted one 


frame with svrup for each hive, and have done the 
same twice sinee, and had no more trouble in that 
way. The Queenless ones all pegged out but one, 
which ts hatching eggs very satisfactorily at present. 
t think now that low stores and as you say Mas goes f 


» to do? was the trouble. Cold, cold, nothing but cok 


and the bees nothing to do but to cat whit you feed. 
Valley Mills. Ind. Apr. 28rd, 1874. 4. J. Wurtson. 


Friend W. wrote us in March, that his bees 
were killing their Queens every day. We ad- 


_Vised that they should be fed—-kept busy at 
/something, whether they had plenty of food 


or not. 


—— 


DEAR NOVICE:--I teel as though L wanted to take 





' right hold of your hand, but f suppose I can’t, sv 


please send me all the GLEANINGS in Bee Culture. 1 
should have sent on last vear but my health was se 


| poor that I had littl ambition for anything. The 


season was very short last year, the honey harvest 
only lasting about three weeks, but during that time 
my hundred stocks (Chad about 112, but the surplus 
came from about 100) were able to store enoagh for 
winter und give me 4500 lbs. in boxes for market. | 
have all my bees in one place. In the tall T packed 9 
colonies in saw-dust. or packed saw-dust at the stdes 
and on top in place of honey boxes, and left them on 
their stands; 1 put 24 colonies tr the cellar, and on 
the lst of Dee. tier tor California where L spent the 


, winter, leaving directions.to have each hive examined 


once in two weeks, to see that the entrance did not 


. get clogged with dead bees. 


It was hard to leave my little pets thus behind me 
in the cold, and although Lenjoyed the plexsant elt 


‘mate of that strange land, it was most pleasant to 
‘return home again, which I did on March L6th, after 


an absenee of three and a half months. On reaching 
home on the evening of the 16th | went to one hive 
out of doors and gave it a little thump. whereupor 
the bees inside set up a joyous welcome, as much as 


| to say “we are all right, don’t worry.” Next day I 


examined every hive out-doors and in the cellar; all 
responded, and later | carefully examined every hive 
and found all alive and .in good condition, except a 
few that were Queenless and those had plenty of bees. 
The % out of doors wintered much the best I believe. 
Some of my stocks wintered in-doors showed some 
signe of dysentery, those out of doors no signs of it. 
Those stocks wintered out of doors appear to be much 
the re in numbers this spring. April bas been 
very cold, but little brood tn hives yet, especially. 
those wintered tn cellar. 

Hurrah! for # bag of saw-dust over the brood 
chamber, and saw-dust at the sides, as weli as on the 
ground tn front. Yours in all brotherly leve. 

Bridgeport, Vt. Apr. 29th, 1874. J, E. CRANE. 


We should have more faith in the “bags of 
saw-dust,” were it not that bees so often winter 
well under almost all circumstances, ‘tis hard 
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to decide to what particular circumstance the 
credit belongs. Strong colonies would doubt- 
less get along well prepared in that way, but 


| 
| 


we have so many times seen the evil results of | 


depriving weak stocks of the beneit of the di- 
rect Tays of the sun, that we think consider- 


able cantion should be used fu deciding to | 


wdopt such methods as applicabie to our North- 
erp Winters generally. 

FRIEND NOVICE:—1 am not an expert in Bee- 
keeping. and [don’t know that J ean write anything 
that will be very interesting. I have kept a few 
stocks of bees for cight years in the old box hive, T 
thought all that bees wanted, was a hive and a super 
nnd they would do the balance of the work themselves. 
Fou six years T didn’t get enough honey to pay for the 
nails l used to make their hives: lL got hold of a Bee 
Journal sod read it. and svon found T was in the dark 
in bee-keeping. T have been using the American hive 
fur two vears, the first vear T got from three stocks 
Blacks) 61 Ibs. of surplus and no Inerease, In 1875 1 
took 135 lbs. surplus, and made four new swarms, 
Bought two stocks Italians Inst fali and have now 9 
stocks all told. Am going to Italianize all my Blacks 
this spring, they are all in good condition. T have 
none with less than 4 cards of brood, one extra stock 
tias 9 eards brood that will average 6x10 inches square. 


| 


May 2nd--Cool, lots of snow vet. 

Am not discouraged at the poor prospect. Bees 
have oat ig heretofore, and believe they will vet. 

Galhupville, N. ¥ BENJAMIN FINCH. 

Such a plan might be made to answer, (in 
act we attempted it last season) but so many 
bees will be required that with the brood to 
sustain them on a Jong journey, ‘twould be 
rather bulky by mail. As the Queen in such a 


‘case must generally be a hybrid, would it not 
| be better to put in laying Queen after we have 


Wintered on summer stands got extractor caleula- | 
tiag on taking, well Pi) say 600 Ibs. this sexson if fa- 


vorable; for fear of being too tedious 1 will quit for 
this time. Long life and = success to Novice and 
UALEANINGS, N. W. KERSHAW, 

Hope, O. April 24th, Is74. 

For the Simplicity hive (Langstroth) what sized 
Hiocks would yeu use provided the entrance was the 
same as in Langstroth hive? 
teach way, the bottom-board could project a iittie as 
in the oh form of Langstroth. 

Would it not be better for me to adopt the eld L. 


{ think of trying one | 


frame as «a beginner. and for Nucleus hives have | 
frames just one half the size? LL ask you because it : 


seems the most natural to my mind, easily transferred 
ete. How deep is a Simplicity hive exact) when 
completed / ENQUIRER. 

Bolivar, N. Y. Apr. 25th, 1874. 

Blocks for the Lo hive should be made so as 
to just close it, when both are turned with 
longest side toward the entrance. Dimensions 
given in Mr. [.’s book are 7,x4x53j3x7. In 
using double width hives, with entrance at 


side of combs, entrance blocks must be used of 


vonsiderable: length, especially with the L. 
frame. Where division. boards are used, there 
isa decided advantage in the latter, for a re- 
udjustment of this beard, in no, way. jntesfores 
with the entrance, as it does with the ordinary 
\.. hive. 


others. Simplicity (Langstroth) is just 10inch- 
es deep when cover is raised. 

April 30th~ Prospects look very. (iseouraging for 
bees, worse than e¥Vér since T have kept bees; had rye 
and oats ground March 19th, and there has been but 
one. day on whichthey have worked on it to any ex- 
tent. Snow, wind or cold, every day, snow now over 
a foot deep, snowed all day to-day, and blows like fun 
now. Examined. twe or three hives last week, they 
have stopped breeding, not even an Cay to, be seen, 
Have lost 4 stocks out of 27, saw a man the other day 
who has lost lout of 32, another, 5 out of 13; have 
not heard from others lately. 

In regard to sendiyg Queen eggs, it seems to he con- 
sidered a failure, but I think it can Be done safely, 
eight years ago 1 bought 20 Italian Queens, from St. 
Albans. Vt. they were sent 10 at a time, in small box- 
es holding a frame 4 or 5 inches square ; after taking 
the Queens outa number of the bees collected in one 
of the boxes in which a Queen had laid eggs on the 
,and reaved a Queen. 
could not boxes be made of thin boards or 


e 


passag 
Why 


paste-board, and enough bees used to keep eggs 
warm? even if it cost mére than 25 ets. for eggs from 
a choice Queen customers could well afford it. 

May ist Wave been shoveting épen road! how ts 
that for early swarms? 


everything ready, and charge a dollar ? 

Two years ago I found a wild swarm, and another a 
year ago, and one this year on 24th of March, ona 
bush--ho’t two Haltan Nuclei less than one year ago. 
Now have 10 Italian stocks with Queens -most of 
them not very strong--and 5 common stocks. Just 
now bought 7 common stocks. I wrote you I lost my 
first Queens excep: what # used, and sold only one. 

Lam taking great pains for purity; [breed from 
warranted stock and could give the best testimonials 
of integrity~ will soon have more Queens but who 
will buy them from me? Of course | must have them 
laying and sell for one doUar. Some of them are 
dark, shall I reject them ? 

J am the first beginner in Italians and movable 
combs, here but sir there is a perfect furor of excite- 
ment at my success ete. J.B. RAMSeY, M.D. 

Abbeville, Vermilion Parish, La. April 27th, 1874. 


Unless the Queens are quite dark, we should 
assuredly use them, if we were satistied they 
were from a good mother. The most  profit- 
able Queens are often rather dark in color, but 


' we should be suspicious of a mother, that gave 


many dark colored Queens. 

Friend R. asks “who will buy them?” now 
cannot we “kill two birds with one stone” by 
giving the following: 

A. 1. ROOT & CO. - Please on receipt of this send 


| me word whether you have any of those “One dollar 


Queens.” | want one immediately for a Queenless 


‘stock belonging to a friend. I get two of you last 
' vear through 8. S. Shuster; this triend of mine also 


We cannot see that the L. frame is ; : r t 
“more especially suited for beginners than some | the arrangement can have nothing to do with 
| your trouble. 


‘ 





got a Queen; we like them very much, will you please 
answer this and tell me the earliest time you can send 
a Queen and I will send the order for $1.00. 
Frenchtown, N. Y. May 4th, 1874. A.W. LUNDY. 
I moved ny Apiary this last winter about two miles 
from its former place, and put it up op the hexagon 
plan cight feet apart, and have lost one third of my 
colonies by my bees gradually quitting or losing their 
hives, and entering others. I almost daily see laden 
worker-bees, seeking to enter hives that are closed. 
Now I would like to know what the matter is, and 
what to do. Yours truly, JNO. J. JONES. 
Culleoka, Tenn. 


If your hives are eight feet apart, we feel sure 


Bees are many times kept suc- 
cessfully, in strait rows, as close as two or 
three feet apart, although this is perhaps not 
advisable. The haxagonal plan as we have 
given it, gives six feet distance from center to 
center, and we have never seen any trouble 
from bees mistaking their hives, nor have we 
ever before heard of a complaint, although 
many. such are now in use. As this shape 
very materially lessens the labor of the Apia- 
rist, our friend should be quite sure he is not 
mistaking the cause of the trouble, before he 
draws a conclusion. 

Our hives are all painted one color--—white, 
and we prefer this color because dark colors 
are apt to become too hot if the sun should 
chance to strike them in very hot weather. 
We believe friend J. that experienced. Bee-keep- 
er’s can give you ample testimony that 6 feet 
apart is perfectly safe. Most Bee-keepers are 
aware, that stocks when first-set out on a new 
location, sometimes: get badly mixed up, even 
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‘when the distance is considerable ; as our Api- 


ary was peopled gradually, we of course have 
seen no such trouble, and were it not, for the 
danger of young bees crawling into the wrong 
hive when extracting, we should. have, been 
tempted to locate them still closer. 


The quaint truths contained in the follow- 
ing, are so much better told in our friend’s own 
language, that we have decided to give it just 
as it comes to us. The “curtain arrangment” 
has certainly worked well in his case, at all 
events. j . 

A. 1. ROOT & Co.:—1 will give you a few words 
we have a !ate spring. we had not 
many fine days, yet sometimes we have half a day sun- 
shine, then it gets cloudy again, but my bees did work 
on rye flour every sunny day from early Feb. up to 
this date, April 2ist. They commenced to gather nat- 
ural pollen the {sth of March, but they did nat stop 
working on the rye flour, as L have often read that as 
soon as they could get natural pollen, they: watwld not 
take the flour any more. But I did tind out that they 
would take it longer if they could get it. Ihave got 
eight colonies, and they ditt carry about ten quarts of 
rve flour in their hives. My bees are all strong; the 
hives are crowded full, ves, strong enough to swarm. 
Now I will tell vou how [did winter my bees. I have 


_got a shed six feet high in front and five feet high in 


rear, boarded tight on three sides; in front I-have got 
heavy muslin curtairs to roll up or let down at will. 
Every fine day I roll them up, on cloudy and windy 
days I leave them down. 
every night, that keeps the cold air from. blowing in 
at the entrance. Liost one small colony, it got. short 
of honey and I tried to feed it with syrup ih one of 
EK. Kretchmer’s Bee Feeders, of Coburg, Towa. 1 put 
the feeder on the: top of the hive. and they took the 
syrup down ina hurry, but one of my: hvbrids robbed 
them of their syrup in the day, what they would carry 
<lown through the night time. Thad the entrance 
small so that only two bees could pass. 
thought if we would be carefal and have no sweets 


around the Apiary there would not be: much damage | 


about robbing, but | think there is a screw loo<c some- 
where. I know a man who lives about two miles from 
my house, he does feed his bees on plates in the yard, 
every spring, and he never had any robbed. ‘[ thought 
I did know more than he did, so I fed mine on the top 
of the hive and it got robbed. D. N: KERN. 

Shimersville, Pa. April 21st. IS74. 

-My bees -wintered well. Thad them in a dry cellar, 
but not a still one I assure you, for were there not two 
young bee-keepers rolling and tumbling over their 


heads. in such amenner that when one was down | 


there it seemed as if pandemonium had broken. loose ? 
If those bees were the worse for it, I have yet to 
learn it. All came out alive, but on the first day's 
flight two of them “go-ed” out and united with other 
hives, leaving brood, eggs, polien, and honey.. oa 

Please excuse my garrulity, but while I think of it, 
T would say 

A TIMELY WORD IN REGARD TO POLLEN, 

1 will tell you how I get plenty of it for nothing, 
and it seems as if you might do the same. From the 
middle of July to middle of Aug., I drill in Hoth sweet 
and common field corn for late green fodder for our 
cows, and the bees will work on it until the frost has 
killed it; even after light frosts had killed (last fall) 
the outside and tops of the highest, there was some 
left underneath that was not touched, and:-some not 
even the tops garlanded, which the bees. worked on, 
the middle of each pleasant day, until the season 
closed. I had buck-wheat near the corn, and while 
in bloom it was hard to tell on which the bees were 
thickest. If you have a cow and a piece of land, try 
it, and no doubt the testimony of honest old roan in 
the milk bucket, and also that of the honest busy bee, 
in the stores of pollen, will corroborate all I have 
said in — to it. J. M. HILL. 

Greenville, Ill. May 12th, 1874. f i we 


Much obliged friend H. Our bees did get 
considerable pollen from the corn last season, 
until the grasshoppers contested the matter so 
hotly that they were forced to give it up. 
Let’s see! We wonder if we can’t lay the blame 
of our losses to the grasshoppers? It never 
occurred to us before, and it’s quite a relief to 


have the curtains down | 


I always’ 


be able to lay the blame somewhere; no mat- 
ter-where, so some of it is off our own shonl- 
ders. We really believe “corn starch” wou'd 
be a success if the bees could take it direct 
from the corn blossoms; sweet corn too, is an 
experiment that nearly all of us can try with 
almost a ‘certainty of having the fodder pay 
all expenses. 


How long will one table-spoontul (equal 4 drachms) 
of honey or syrup furnish food for a Queen and 30 
workers? Fear we shall get a poor harvest of honey 
this season.. Nights and mornings too cool for secre- 
tion.to take place, in this section at least. Am TI right 
Mr. Novice? My bees are doing their very best to 
collect the little there is. J. H. WLLSON, 

Lexington, Texas: : 

Nothing but a’careful experiment would fur- 
nish a correct’ auswer. rom experiments 
made last season, we would estimate it at 5 
days. Thirty bees are more than are generally 
sent with a Queen. 

Please inform me the price of your tea-kettle Bee- 
feeder, -how it is-used, and how constructed. With 
how many Langstroth frames of brood, with bees on, 
can one start a swarm ? Geo. HEATER. 

Flat Rock, Ohio. ; : 

We “sposed” every body knew by this time, 
but for the benefit of those who, don’t, we will 
go over it again. : 

: ALL ABOUT TEA-KETTLE FEEDERS, ° 4 

Tell your tin-smith to make you a tea-kettle 
| of the cheapest tin without cover, handle, or 
; Spout. Solder a flat piece of rather coarse per- 
_forated tin over the place where the cover 
| usually ftts; put a large sized screw-cap, such 
'as is used for oil cans, at one side of the peric- 
| rated tin; this ix to fill it up by, and answers 
,as One of three legs that support it just over 
the cluster of bees, in an inverted position. 
; The other twe legs are made ofa strip of tin 
\‘b44x4 inches folded like a letter V; these are 
soldered at equal distances from each other 
}and from the screw cap, just outside of the per- 
| forated tin cover. 
| We place them directly on the frames, but 

Adam Grimm uses them over one of the holes 
in the honey-board; in that case a rim of tin 
| high enough to allow the bees to go under, is 








| perhaps better, but’ when used on top of the 
frames we prefer the legs. To use it with the 
Simplicity hives, a second story should set 
over it while feeding ; with the Standard hive. 
| remove a few frames and put it one side of the 
cluster. If they commence to build combs 
against it, as they will at times with such an 
abundant supply of food, put in a division 
beard, reaching within ‘4 inch of the bottom 
of the hive: We prefer these feeders to all 
| others, because with little labor your bees can 
be given au unlimited supply, for any purpose. 
Your ‘tin-smith should make them for you for 
$1.00 each, or 75c. if you order a dozen at a 
time.. If he won't do it, tell him they will in 
Medina. If any body says it infringes on any 
patent, tell him he is a humbug, and that if he 
Wants proof of the invalidity of his claim, to 
write us. f 

‘Two combs of brood, mostly sealed, with 
_ the adhering bees, and a laying Queen, would 
; make a colony, if you could give them empty 
combs as fast as needed, and the operation is 
performed not later than June ist. We have 
done this with Italians several times, but have 
failed with Blacks. If they have to reara 





| Queen, say 4 combs; if they have to build the 
comb also, say 6 combs of brood. 





ADVERTISERS’ 


DEPARTMENT. 
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CLUBBING LIST. 
We will send GLEANINGS— 


With The American Bee Journal for.. Sic's's oOeeee 
“« The National Bee Journal .* ........-ccee 3.25 
“ The Bee Keeper's Magazine “ ......ccsee. 1.75 | 
* <All three, of the above 2 LN 4.00 





Books for Bee Keepers. 


SENT postpaid on receipt a 


Langstroth on the Hive and Honey Bee........ $2.00 
Quinby’ s Mysteries of Bee Keeping............+ 1.50 
Be e Kee ‘per *s Text Book, muslin,...........-+- oe 0D 

ms 66 PAPE, ... ec seerccecs eee 040] 


The above are really all, that we can recom- 
mend, and they should be read with consider- 
able allowance for being much behind the times. 

Langstroth, is valuable as giving the correct 
Natural History of the bee; Quinby, as giving 
a rather more practical view of the industry, 
so far as dollars and cents are concerned. 

King’s text book, as being a condensed and | 
alphabetically arranged summine up ofthe 
two. | 

Langstroth, seems to have pursue. his in- | 
vestigations with an enthusiastic love of get-| 
ting at truth alone, and Quinby, with a desire | 
of rendering the business less uncertain in a | 
pecuniary point of view, tothe masses. While | 
these two great writers started out, each with- | 
out a knowledge of the other's ‘work; it is 
greatly to the credit of both that they agree so 
nearly in all essential points. 


Good Books. 

These, though not specially designed for Bee- 
keepers, have a tendency to inculcate princi- 
ples that ensure success in bee-keeping as well 
as almost all other rural pursuits. 

The first on the list should be in the hands | 
of every one who has planted grape vines to | 
shade the hives, as we have advised. 

Any of these books will be forwarded by mail, post- | 
paid, on receipt of price. ! 


Fuller’s Grape Culturist............ pinida Raa eln ele $1.50 
Fuller’s Small Pratt: Out r ists aeiciicc dansiccscvsiesi 1.50 
Fuller’s Strawberry Culturist..... Soeaseascesceesece 20 | 
Fuller’s Forest Tree Culturist..........c.cecceece 1.50 
Henderson’s Gardening for Profit................ 1.50 
Henderson’s Practical Floriculture............... 1.50 
Tim Bunker Papers........-.++++ Oorrr rer rrr «1.50 
Ten Acres Enough..... Latge Keser antec ve Sulancweken 1.25 
Roosevelt’s Five Acres too Much............-+ e+e li 


The two latter should go together, for they 


it opposite directions. The pictures they give 
of rural life remind us of modern bee-keeping, 
for while one is doubtless a truthful delineation 
of “Reports Encouraging ;”’ the other, is an 
equally candid recital of the experience of one 
who it seems was doomed to “Blasted Hopes,” 


little experience. 
All of the above belong to our own library | 
and are among our most valued works. 


Averill Chemical Paint. 
THE ONLY RELIABLE, 
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL. 
THE MOST ECONOMICAL. 
THE MOST DURABLE. 
Requires no oil thinner or drier, 
Requires no waste of time in mixing, 
Has stood eight years’ criticisms 
With yearly increased popularity 
And yearly increased sales. 





Is sold by the galion only, in packages of from 1 to | 
40 gallons each, in Purest White and any Color or 


Tint desired. 

Address, for sample card of colors and priee list, 
Averill Chemical Paint Co.. 
Office and Factory 132 & 134 East River Street, 
CLEVELAND, OHIO. 


ashes of responsible parties will be inserted in 
either of the following departments, at a uniform 
price of 10c. eae h insertion, or $1.00 per year. 


$1.00 Queens. 


Names inserted in this department the first time 
without charge. 





Those w hose names s appear below, agree to furnish 
Italian Queens the coming season for SL. 00 each, un- 
der the tollowing conditions; No guarantee is to be 
assumed of purity, safe delivery or any thing of the 
kind, only that the Queen be reared from a choice, 
pure mother. They also agree to return the money at 
any time when customers become impatient of such 
delay as may be unavoidable. 

Bear in mind that he who sends the best Queens, 
put up neatest and most securely, will probably re- 
ceive the most orders. Special rates for warranted 
and tested Queens, furnished on application to any of 


| the parties. 


J. Shaw & Son, Chatham center, Medina C Oey Ohio. 

I. E. Daniels, Lodi, 

oe W. Dean, River Styx, 
. J. Hosmer, Janesville, Minnesota. 

a J.P. H. Brown, Augusta, Georgia. 

W. J. Standefer, Dry Grove, Hinds Co.. Miss. 

Wb wW right, Knowersville. Albany Co., N. Y. 

J. H. Nellis, Canajoharie, Montgomery Co, N. Y. 

k.S. Becktell, New Buffalo, Mich. 

_&. R. W illiams, Milan, Erie C 0, . 


Hive Manu fa cturers. 


Who agree to make such hives, and at the prices 
named, as those described on our circular. 

J. H Martin, Hartford, N. 

Geo. T. Wheeler, Mexico, N. ee 

R. 8. Becktell, New Buffalo, Mich. 


In order to hasten the introduction of the 
ke” STANDARD ~- 

Apiarian Implements, we make ie: . offer. 

Standard Hive, ineluding bottom-board, doorsstep, 

blocks, and all the stand that we think is needed to 


“ “ “ 


BOSD Ti ILO LNG. QEOUNAN 6 oon scccecscccccacaucecdeest 00 
Twenty frames tor above 53 ¢. each........-..6++ UD 
pample PW RATAG DY WM pa ice cwccdedivscsscecsncecss ace 
SAND ik dik KX nA ga lk hd ah ns ao neesee sudeecncccuastas 40 
Or all comple te exce pt painting, for...... sadegias 3. 50 


The same in a bundle including nails, hinges ete, 3. 
Extractor made expressly for Standard fr: ames, 


(Comb trame 144 wide, by ROMAIN) o44ccdesiscaras 39.00 


Any deviation from above, be it only 1-16 of an inch, 


will be only at our yay list prices. 
- ROO’ & CO., Medina, Ohio. 


We always consider it an especial favor to have 
customers inform us by postal curd whether goods 
are satisfactory ; whether our mode of packing is 
efficient; time taken in transit ; whether Express 


: ane > j 206 . "10 re Tes ble. ete. ete. 
are in our opinion, both of them extremes, but | 7” Freight charges were reasonable, etc. ¢' 


Respectfully, A. I. Root & Co. 


ILLUSTRATED Iilustrated 
Ges... (oe inn ss ee oe 


ple copy, or 30 cts, for sample Chromo, terms to 





A mi 1enifle ently Illustrated 





| agents,etc. Canvassers Wanted, in every town, 


only because he had too much money, and too °°Uty & State. 





Address, THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 
Room 2 27, Tribune Building, Chic ago. 


A Richly Illustrated Monthly, $1. 50 
SCIENTIFIC year, Chromo free to “annual 
On trial, three months, 


_FARMER pebuetibers. 


25 cts. or with Chromo, 50 cts. Sample copies and 
ice to agents sent on application. 
Address, THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 
Room 27, Tribune Building, Chicago. 


LE: ASANT AND PROFITABLE EMPLOYMENT, 

for male or female, in every city of the Union. 

Active persons can double their small investment 
every day. Inclose STAMP for particulars to 

THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 

Room 27, Tribune Building, Chicago. 


IPTALLAN @UEENS. _ 


| TP\HIRTEEN years experience in rearing Italian 


Queens. Average sale each season, 700. All 


Queens warranted pure, and safe arrival guaranteed. 


Prices very low, and price list sent free. 
bit Hi. ALLEY, Wenham, Mass. 
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Just as we go to press, we are all set rejoic- 
ing by the receipt of a fine large Queen, in one 
of our new tailing cages, all the way from J. 
B. Ramsay, Louisiana, (see page 71). 

She was on the way five days, yet seems live- 
ly and in perfect bealth, and came all this dis- 
tance for a tro cent stamp. Soft sugar was 
packed in one of the feed boxes, and a sponge 
with water in the other. Will not all our sub- 
scriders join in three cheers for the success of 
the plan of shipping Queens from the South? 

Bees are working on fruit blossoms, for dear life. at 
present, and are,rapidly filling up their hives. My 

rst natural swarm, this season, came off last Friday, 
May 22rd. JAMES BOLIN. 
West Lodi, O 
Just like you friend B. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Advertisements will be received at the rate of ten 
cents per line, Nonpariel space, each insertion. cash 
in advance; and we require that every Advertiser 
satisfies us of his responsibility and intention to do 
all that he agrees. and that his goods are really worth 
the price asked for them. 





" MUTH’S ADVERTISEMENT. 


HONEY JARS. 


One pound (square) Jars, per gross,........666.-66- $6.50 
“_ « * + i gue get on «ee. 8.50 
Corks, ae oye ae 
Tin Foil Caps, Mi ee oth tocvsses OD 





One and Two Pound Labels, per gross. 7 
The same with address printed to order, per 1000, 5,00 
1 qt. Self-Sealing Mason’s Fruit Jars, per gross... 19.00 
Labels for above, ie + 65 
The same with printed address, ng 1000 4.25 

I shall have on hand and ready for shipment from 
the 15th of June, a large lot of 1 and 2 pound square 
flint (white) glass honey jars. They are of the same 
style as my other jars, which are by this time well 
enough known. 

Ishall sell 1 ib. (white, flint Glass Jars per gross $8.00 

eo id ~ - oa) - 


In lots of 10 gross or more, the same as the others, 
) cts. less per gross. 


\HOICE NEW ALSIKE CLOVER SEED. 


ee ee OE 8 eee ae $20.00 
ans Wa vcchietce, sdckee ees 10.00 
o tA eueKaes alee tebeesonaden 5.00 


Xs 
One pound, 3 
Has arrived and is for sale. Also 
Langatroth’s Bee Hives, Bee Vella, Uncapping 


DISSOLUTION AND REMOVAL. 
The firm of BALDWIN BROS. is dissolved by mu- 
tual consent, the same to date from Nov. Ist, 1873. 
L. W. BALDWIN, 
A. A. BALDWIN, 
ae P. BALDWIN. 


The subscriber, having removed to Missoart, will 
continue to breed choice Italian Bees and Queens 
from the best stock that can be procured. Purity and 
safe arrival guaranteed. No circulars. 

Prices :—Single Tested Queens, $8; Two for $%. Six 
or more, ® each. Address L. W. BALDWIN, 
“i Wellsville, Montgomery Co., Mo. 


D TRY IT 3 Months for 10 Cents; or 

with $3 Chromo for 50 cents; or 6 months with 
“The Flowers of Paradise.” a first-class Chromo. 
154,x21 inches, for $1. The National Agriculturist and 








Bee Journal is a page per of 64 colamns, hand- 
somely illustrated in all its departments. One of the 
best Agricultural and Family papers published. Only 


$1 per year, or $1.25 with best Bee-Book. or $1.50 
with a beautiful Chromo. Bee-Keeper’s Magazine, a 
$2-page monthly, same terms, or both for $1.75. Send 
now for samples, and Liberal Terms to Agents 
free. H. A. KING & Co., 14 Murray St.. N.Y. lw2 


Svery Peo Reseet should 
subse: for this Monthly. 
It is the oldest and best 
scientific and ractical 
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| AMERICAN 
BEE JOURN 






cessful and experienced 
Apiarians in this country 
and Europe contribute to its —. Terms, $2.00 
a year inadvance, Sendas y° 
Cepy. Address; THOMAS G. NEWMAN, 
Room 27, Tribune Building, Chicago 
6 ty ITALIAN QUEENS—sent by mail 
$3.00 each. 

Nucleus Hives, untested Queen, bees and all sent 
by express for $3.00. Queens bred from pure moth- 
ers warranted fertile, with no other guarantee, sent 
by mail $1.00, 

Orders will be filled strictly in rotation. 

Address J. SHAW & SON, Chatham Center, 
3tf or I. E. DANIELS, Lodi, Medina Co., O. 


Bes EEPERS, ATTENTION !—Send cts. 
J for three months’ subscription to NATIONAL BEE 
JOURNAL, now published and edited by 
ELLEN 8S. TUPPER, Des Moines, lowa. 
Liberal terms to Agents. Specimen number free. 


ITALIAN BEES. 

TALIAN QUEENS bred from imported mothers 
I a month earlier than fn the North. Purity and 
safe arrival guaranteed. Address 

Dr. J. P. H. BROWN, Augusta, Ga. 


([PHIRTEEN years experience in propagating 
Italian Bees. Queens will be bred direct from 
Imported Mothers and warranted pure and fertile. 

















Knives, &c., I offer at lowest possible prices. Send for my circular. = Wm. W. CARY, 

Straw Mats, -to fit the top of Langstroth’s hive—the | Itf Colerain, Franklin Co., Mass. 
manufacture of M. Nevin’s, Cheviot, Hamilton Co., | ~~~ : pacers 
O., and well made, at $4.50 per doe. WE can furnish Summer Rape seed, American 

For further particulars, Eire, STOWN, POT POUDG 6 ices ccccccccvccosccseccedccnt aw 

CHAS. F. MUTH. | The same, Imported.......... er ier ere ert 2h 
itf Cincinnati. O. | Above includes postage. If sent by express 8c. less. 
_ _A. 1, ROOT & CO. Medina, Ohio. 





TERMS: STRICTLY CASH IN ADVANCE. 
One Copy One Year 75 Cents, or with Photograph of Apiary, size 8x10, Mailed Free, Postpaid, $1.00, or Photo- 
graph will be sent as a Premium for Two Subscribers at 75 cents each. 
Any person obtaining Three Subscribers at 75 Cents each, may retain 25 Cents for their trouble. 


ive sd 
“ oe Ten 


fe 
“ * 2.50 Ld 


Any number above Ten will be sent at the rate of Fifty Cents each. 
Names may be sent at any time during the year, and whenever a club is reached, we will credit 
back the amount previously sent us in excess of the Club Rates. In this way any of the 


Articles Mentioned on our PRICE LIST may be Secured as PREMIUMS. 


Please mention when names are intended for Clubs. An acknowledgment will be sent in all cases 
on receipt of money—for any purpose whatever-—by return mail. Volume I, for 1873 may be counted on 


the same terms, as we have a 


Large Supply of BACK NUMBERS Provided for new Beginners ! 


As we cannot take the space in future numbers to go over the same ground again, and Volume One 


contains the entire Fundamental Principles and 


Ground Work for Starting an Apiary. 





